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a century ago, will call many nations into being; the first
and not the least of her creations is a transfigured and
united Belgium.
As a frontier State, a link between the Latin and Teutonic
races to both of which her peoples are akin, Belgium offers
an extremely interesting study of the national idea at work.
The peoples of Germany and France, which have been
perpetually at war with each other since the times of Julius
Caesar, have almost always met on her fair and prosperous
plains to fight their battles, since she is geographically the
gateway from one to the other. Neither could afford to
let the other occupy her territory, and so she has won her
independence as a State; both have constantly threatened
her existence in times past, and so have forced upon her
bi-lingual population that consciousness of common interests
which if strong enough may become as firm a basis for
national unity as actual community of nationality.
It should be noticed further that it has become the
practice in recent times to guarantee the neutrality of small
frontier States like Belgium which lie at the mercy of their
greater neighbours, a practice intended not only to preserve
the integrity of such States but also to prevent the frequent
occurrence of war by closing, as it were, the military gate
between the hostile countries.1 It remains to be seen
whether the violation of these principles by Germany has
the effect of strengthening them in the future, rather
than the reverse. In any case, we may expect to see
attempts to apply the same principles to other parts of
Europe. Already the northern and southern ends of the
frontier between Germany and France are neutralised by
the existence of Belgium and Switzerland; why, it
1 The neutralisation of sovereign States is very recent in origin.
Switzerland and Luxembourg are the only other instances. The
former was neutralised in 1815, the latter in 1867.